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NEWS FROM THE MADRAS CROCODILE BANK 
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1. Rows Whitaker, Harry Andrews and Indraneil Das attended 
the Firzt World Congress of Herpetology held in September at 
th a қалы of Kent at Canterbury. Special thanks is dae 
very, Commonwealth Foundation, Dr. Peter С.Н 

Оне} ола Institutes and Mr. Ronald Javitch, 


support received. 
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appointed Vice Chairman Asia. 
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of India Satish 
turtie field biolo- 
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o Bank received a generous grant from the Indc- 
social Service Society for the purchase of a computer 

ng up of а database. We are presently in the 
5 computerisiug our, comprehensive herpetological 
ence library which will be of immense use to Indian and 
b&ologists. 


А. "The Boy and the Crocodile", а children's feature fiim, 
produced and directed by Rom Whitaker for the Children’s 


Film Society of India, recently won two awards at the Eth 
International Children's Film Festival of India held in New 
Delhi the Silver Elephant and the Prix Cifej of the 
international Jury. The film was also chos: tor the 8 


ional Film Festival at Teheran 
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THE GHARA OF THE ОНАНТАР 
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crocodilians are usually Larger than 
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o tell the sexes apart - except in the 
Spe aking people of the  zharial inhabited 

radesh and Rajasthan іп northern India 
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CHELONIANS OF THE WESTERN GHATS 


Jack Frazier 


. Programa Regional De Vida Silvestre 
Escusla De Ciwncias, Ambientales, Apartado 1350 
Heredia, Costa Rica. 
Introduction < 
Truly wild Travancore tortoises, today known as 


indotestudo ferstenil, are found only in the Western Ghats 
of south-western Indis, its geographic range reported to be 
the Travancore Hills of Kerala and Coorg, the  south-western 
extreme of Karnataka.** No confirmed records farther north 
are known, and in fact there is only one documented record 


from Coorg. 


Fundamental data such as geographic distribution and habitat 
type - to say nothing 9? basic natural history - are sketchy 


at best. The rapid rate of  deforestation; increases ir 
human populations and exploitation  leveis of natural 


resources; and the increasing number and size of dams built 
in forest areas, has resulted in a very rapid decline ir 
both area and quality of forest. It is therefore, of 
considerable urgency to establish a baseline on the status 
and distributicn of the Travancore tortoise. 


There are several reasons why this tortoise is thought to be 
dispersed and difficult' to find: the species was discoverec 
relatively recently; very few studies have been made on this 


% 
жж (Editorial note: The species has been recently collecte 
from Indira Gandhi (formerly, Ahnamalai) Wildlife Sanctuar) 
in north-western Tamil Нади). . 


ы 


Eod 
m 
472 


е 


over 


Cen 
mai 


Of 


ana 


the 
leaf 


seen 
% 


never 


ME ext 


tte 


1 
3 
-. 


1 


the 


э 


again. 


id 


Uu + 


Tao 


ет, 


ov 


e 


4 f 


алас BFE 


n 


than 


sme 11 


Unfortuna 


B4 


ма 


е 
457 
+ 

м 


Sen 


Jt is clear thet the Travancore tortoise is esten throughout 
i 


common 


ERES 


ча ou 
WOU aid 


2941 ti 
Travancore tortise 
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SURVEY OF THE MARINE TURTLE HATCHERIES OF KARNATAKA 
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RESULTS 


Bengare бапа Spit Hatchery 


The first visit was made to Bengare Sand Spit Sea Turtles 
Hatchery, in Mangalore Division, Dakshin Kannad District. on 
the 26th of March 1987, accompanied by the Range Forest 
Officer who is directly in charge of the installation. 


Q 
во 
my с! 


« D 


most commen native 
ina plantatio 4 
Along the beach cr 
versis sion, were common tracks 
or cats), rodents, crabs апа 


and layers of  chitinous tubes оп : з 
indicating that there із а massive population of some 
shallow water invertebrate in the nearshore waters. 


There sre houses and boats 

the hatchers. This. 
Casuarina planting, result: 
very reduced in area and of 


се! 
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Hatchery 


а paint, hi is 
се Така contaminating 
f the cage is not always 


^n contact with - much less buried by - the sand, апа 
and possibly alse other animals can slip in under the 
Dogs were patrolling outside the cage during our visit 


There were twigs stuck into the sand at 13 places. 
suggesting the presence of 13 transplanted nests. We 
informed that the. Bengare hatchery is responsible for the 
coastal area from Panabar (Port) to Ullal. а ance of 
some 10 km. The Forest Department pays 45 pai 
(while the market value is at least 50 paise). 
noted that legally thers is a compiete ban on 
selling or buying turtle eggs, 
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Date Eggs No. of Date No. of incubation Hatching 
Collected/ Egss “Hatched  Hatchling. Time (days) R 
Received (Emerged) Released (days) 


10.11.1986 75Ж 23.1.1987 70 54 93.9 
29.11.1986 200ж 23.1.1987 178 55 88.60 
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26.12.1986 225 18.2.2907 185 55 86.7 
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eggs/nest. 


THis data might be taken as evidence that: 

Clutch size varies from 75 to 300, averaging 2201.5 
2 Incubation period varies from 54 to 56 days, averaging 
55 days. 


3. Hatching success varies from 85.7 to 93.3 %  avercocing 
89.9 X. 
However, 
turtles 


N 


2. “Incubation Period" erable in 
nature and may ` vary ME dependii en 


climatic and other condi 


3. Hatching percent - even in 
highly variable and may ranges 
When eggs are tranzplantod from i 
there із regulariy а noticeable 

often hatcheries with rigorously 
of 50 X hatching. When eggs from marke 
used, hatohing percent drops eva: 
repeated trauma vo the fragile embryo. 


i 


In conclusion, the records from Белкіге are incredibile in 
n t 


1. Clutch size is twice the average. 
2. Absence of natural variation in 


variation 


Ub is 


The intensity of trawling activity immediateiy in front of 
the nesting beach suggests that there must Бе incid: : 
capture of sea turtles, and that the numbers caught must 
siseable In other parts of India and the world there wou 
be dozens - if not hundreds - of dead turtles on | 
beach during the nesting season. Lt this is 
1. some 
clc iding them 


happening, it sugges sts that the trawlermen ar 

y to dispense with the turtles, 

ir landings. This point needs in ре investigated with 
great delicacy if reliable information is to be obtained, 
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à nest inside the hatchery was said to have hatched cut 
» 21st of March, and said to have contained 120 eggs 
had been laid on 29th January. On examination the nest 
fouod to have the followinz: 

- total depth of 38 cm: 


- 38 unhatehed eggs, 21 egg shelis of hatched 
eggs with hatchlings of whi e was dead and 
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ighed and measured, уісісіпе 
and diameters of 38.6 ta 42,0 


Ten hatchling . Le а 
basin of water in 3 
observed. Two were foun ерси in 


is likely 
| dixam 17.5 Же 
raned from 42.7 І 


the basin around mid dae наз D. 
‘related to the deaths. Weights 
grams and straight carapacs ie 
mm. There was, as is usual 
variation in the scutes of th 
the presence of large amounts of white colo: ration 
plastron scutes; this is unknown in other  rpopuiacio 
this turtle. 
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At the house of the hatchery nanager were 5 plastics tu 
with sea water and said to havea 182 hat ска gs from th 
nests that had hatched on 1ith March and 24th March. 
Twenty  Lepidcohelys olivacea hatchlings were [c 
scale conditions (as эңе nests had been r 
were of unknown ages, so there was no 
sample). Usual to ыы вр 
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Т hatchilnugs 


the number of scales or 
body parts. Another 

colouration of the plastron, ane 
Thrasi, there w 
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— P eds i 
Species іш Karnataka. 


Records of әле collection are summarized 
below: 
тете бә көй айан ——————————— жне лме ео мылқау латы жы ж ақты қыл залал дағ асылын ық Б d eae die 
НА с LI os 9 
Season Date No. of Hatening % 
Di ac тұ - “М М5 ү, МА ry LESEN 
ХБС Last Nee Маза. Мах. Min. Max. 


1984-S5 (data not available 
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1985-86 18th а 44 120 i75 = a 
Aug April 


тъ a a 2 - et 
грезе datas 
as 
а 


ues show 


In addition to these three functional hatcheries it was 
learned that during the 1985-86 season there had been sea 
turtle hatcheries at Baindur, in Kundapur Division, Dakshin 


Kannad District. In Uttar Kannad District there had 
been hatcheries at Gangavali beach, Hiregutti range; | 
ZSolsngadde and Kade beaches of Kumta range; and Hadipur and 


Kasarkod beaches of Honavar range. Мо details of their 
sotivities were available. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
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ERNST, С.Н. & BARBOUR, R.W. 1989. TURTLES OF THE WORLD. 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION PRESS, WASHINGTON, D.C. AND LONDON. 
318 pp. i6 pl. $ 45 


The discovery and rediscovery of several living species of 
turtles within the last decade, especialiy from Asia, as 
well as the rapidly changing nomenclature, still very mach 
in а state of flux, had left compilations on the world's 
turtles (currently some 264 species) outdated. Thus. in 
many ways, the work under review is an improvement over 
similar compilations, providing detailed species 
aescriptions, identification keys, data on distribution, 


habitat, status and where available, natural history notes. 
Ernst dud Barbour are authorities on the North American 
turtles, and the volume has been prepared, as remarked in 
the preface, as a companion volume to their earlier (1072) 
work on the turtles of the United States. 


The book is well produce 
amount of information and 
ent making it unweldy is 
e Өшір plates are well bou 
coffee table. Paper, printin 


"Turtles of the world’ star 
introduction to the group, wit 
skull morphology and includes a 


ts predictably with а general 
t & antes on sheli and 
rnonyms of terms 


used by various authors to refer to 
shell, Generic ео есе range 
accounts (eg. Сисра) to none at 
and Orlitia) in case 
this section are fo 
recent turtles. 


the scutes on 
from highly 
уз 


от 
511 о 


7 


in nomenclature 


imilar compilations 


eachelone and 
rumly (In press) and 
азы and Barbour, however, 
cane turtle  Gecemyda 
Y cf its generic 
Identification 
all recognised 
the book. Over- 
some of these 


rdi, Ernst 15 
and McCord 1955. А 


e compilation inc 
stearnon mesacepnalul 


keys La in identifying 
turtles using books such as the n point is the 
key to the genus Aspic tes í а the authors 
eonsider А, nigricans to be dif rom the other 
members TE ing totally black’. 
This 3 i stinet from A. hurum, has, as 
juvenil it on the temporal regions and 
across snout. Newly described Asian taxa which are included 
th = F С [e 


кеш 


Platy: ion ohalum 

recently  revived specie place is Rafetus 
swinhoei Gray (1873), ais kek матып са 

( ). Three species have 

to Бе inecludec 

China by dina 

оу Branch (19 pres 


iit я Pre 
Martin (1 
2-% 


an 
is tl ES. 


he 


: : 5 represented include Pelochslvs bibroni. 

Geoemyda silvatica „ Melanochelys tricarinata, Morenia 
petersi and Notochelys platynota. The photograph of Chitra 
indica, is however, an oft reproduced one that does not show 
the wavy patterns on the carapace or much details of the 


curiously-shaped which are diagnostic of the species. And 
an examination 5 the photographs of the two newly-described 
Chinese box turtles Cuora pani Song (1984) and 

[P zhriska. arcw е Érnst and McCord (1987), lends support to 
Fhilippen (in Stubbs 1988) opinion that the latter may be 


synonymous ать C. pani. 


Black aud white photographs are scattered throughout the 
book апа аге obviously carefully selected and mostly 


reazonably well produced. 


d Al a асанна smithii, rather than Е. 


Ernst and Barbour's work is clear, concise, impersonal and 
naturally, clinical as opposed to the uzually personalised 
(and highly readable) species accounts in Pritchard (1979), 

а book the present work will obviously be compared with. 
Despite the drawbacks, the excellent production, detailed 
descriptions and an extensive bibliography cf the world's 
living turtles should make TURTLES OF THE WORLD the 
standard reading for many years to coms. 
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BEHAVIOUR AND THERMOREGULATION OF THE MARGINATED TORTOISE 


Harry Andrews 
Madras Crocodile Bank, Vadanemmeli Village, Perur Р.0., 
Mahabalipuram Road, Madras 603 104 


Basking is obvicusly of great importantance to reptiles 
maintain а preferred body temperature, which in turn іх 
vital for satisfactory growth rate and breeding. dies 
crooodilian and freshwater turtles have shown 
rate and breeding are adversely affected when boc 
tures are lower than preferred temperature, and 
above this affects breeding. 
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The marginated tortoise (Testudo marginata) is the true 
Greek tortoise, being mainly restricted to southern Greece, 
from the Taygetos Mountains to Mount Olympus. It is thought 
to have been introduced by monks into Italy and has been 
discovered in Sardinia (Hellmich 1962). The species reaches 
a little over 30 ст. 


There have been few studies on the species in the wild and 
the population is thought to be very low. There has been 
much loss of habitat and in the past, heavy exploitation of 
these animals for the pet trade in western Europe. 


The four marginated tortcises, two males and two females, 
the Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust, are housed in a4 M 
x 6 M enclosure. The tortoise: É ded with a wooden 
hut within the enclosure which measures 1.3 M x 1.5M x 2M. 
The floor of the hut is provided with a heating device 


regulated by a thermostat. There is also ап  over-hanging 
light bulb (100W) which is kept on day and night. The floor 
temperature is maintained at  309C. Outside, in the 


enclosure, the substrate is mostly grass and clover, with a 
1 sa.m. sand pit on one side and three boulders covering an 
area of approximately 1 sq.m. on the opposite side of the 
sand pit. А water bowl is provided for the animals just 
outside the hut, and the hut floor is carpeted with hay. 


The main objective of this study was to analyse behaviour ad 
thermoregulation over a seven day period. 


METHODS 


The study was carried out by doing thirty  hcurs of 
observation over а period of seven days. Observational 
times were alternated everyday by morning and afternoon 
observations. A sample cbservatiou was done from morning to 
evening covering а period of eight nours. Behaviour was 
divided into three categories and recorded every time the 
tortoises exhibited one of леде, the time period of the 
behaviour was also COL l Tha three behavioural 
categories were а] feeding b) basking апа с) social 
behaviour which mainly related to male-female interactions. 


er 


5 of temperature in the enclosure меге 
ty minutes. The daily outside maximum 
tures were recorded every morning. 


Different paramet 
recorded every t 
and minimum temper 


па 
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The body temperatures of the four animals were taken at the 
start and finish of the observation period everyday. Body 
temperature was taken by inserting a thermometer into the 
cloaca of the animals and read before extracting the 
thermometer. An 'E-MIL P1063’ thermometer with a range of 
ten to fifty degree celsius (with half degree divisions) was 
used for this purpose. Readings were taken to the nearest 
half degree. 


For identification, each animal was marked on the carapaces; 
animals were coded 01, #2, @3 and #4. 


On the last two days of observation, 
in the hut was increased from 3090 to 
box, 85 cms long БО cms wide зна ай 
inside the enclos 1 

it. The box floor was covers 


heated hut floor. 


RESULTS 


During the observation period, all animals spent most of 
the time basking in the heated hut. They came out to feed 
and forage only when it was sunny outside between €800 hours 
and 1100 hours in the morning and between 1300 hours and 
15029 hours in the afternoon. The animals went directly back 


“ 
to the heated hut after feeding. Thers was no interaction 
among animals while feeding; animais fed on the v: 
ieafy vegetables and fruits provided i 


the grass growing in the enclosure. 
was noticeable - tortoises ate more 


vegetables and grass than fruits 


r which was 
12.34 hours 
tarted feeding 
7 hours and also 
= @2 moved to where 
then bit her on the 
mounted female 02. 
в neek/head, after 
(о on till 16.16 hours 
male, joined in and 


е 
Cu 
e 
ч 


Social behaviour was 

a sampla morning to 
animal 02, a female, 

on grass; ӚЗ, a ic, 
started feeding on grass: 
2 was and went around her 
neck and head, then at 15.68 
This ‘display of biting on the 
going around her and then ant 
3 


i Oe И 
at which point animal #1, 


c 
m 


а 


displayed the same as 93. At 16.31 hours female 02 move 
into the hut with 03 following her. Неге 03 mounted an 
copulated with 02 which lasted till 17.04 hours. At 15.3 
hours Øi also moved into the hut and here he mounted апа 
copulated with the second female 04 lasting for 10 minus 
During the whole male-female interaction there was no male- 
male interaction and no display of dominance was  displared 
by either of the two males. 


All four а iated hut to bask most of th: 
5 


х = 
day, they sp tutside the hut and then only for 
fesding. Th empereature ranged from 25.59C to 
28,496 T t 


eratures ranged from 28°С to 
temperat: an average 
; of aii four 


29.590 and 
ranged From 
animals on 


зоозес 


г 

temperatures were maintain hut floor 
tempereture, and «Бере hut а temperatures, 
which suggest that animals basico hs highest 
available temperature source in the kane SUNS . 


By monitoring various environmental parameters and animal 
body temperatures it was observed that animals never гате 
out of the heated hut when outside ambient temperatures 
lower than 18°C and their body temperatures below 299C 
increase in body temperatures during the day was at the rate 
of 19C per hour on average. 


The animals did not use the alternative box provided ana 
temperature in this box was the sams as the ambient © 
temperature. 


ERIS C 
Pua hae 54% 


on behaviour. If 


Rody tempe 
© when their body 


animals 


temperatu х that the mean 
activity er 2406. Outside 
ambient animals to bask in 
the sun hut 


The only time the animals came out of the hut other than for 
feeding and when social behaviour occurred was when body 
temperatures were above 319С. Body temperatures ranged from 
31.590 to 32°C, which indicates that the mean activity 
temperature мау be 31°C to 32°C or more and this aspect 
needs further study to datermine the actual mean activity 
temperature range in this spe 


‘body temperatures if they аге 
t to maintain their preferred 
lectinz а different thermal 


These animals 
1 reeking 


used the heated hut 
siters. but social 


+ 


iewingz area on the 


may 


+ 

mozt of 
behaviour 
ast day 


(+ 
y 


These findings need to be compared with data derived from 
different seasons 
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ON THE MASS KILLING OF THE DOG-FACED WATER SNAKE 
(CERBERUS RHYNCHOPS)IN THE CHILKA LAKE, ORISSA 


S.K. Dutta 
Department of Zoology, College of Basic Sciences and Humanities, 
Orissa University of Agriculture and Technology, 
Bhubaneshwar 751005, Orissa 


On bth Octeber, 1989, I made a field trip to Nalabana area 
of Chilka Lake for observing birds and reptiles. The area 
as completely submerged under water due to heavy rain 
during the monscen. The minimum water depth was about 1 
foot and the area was full of hydrophytes. То my surprise, 
i saw numerous dead  dog-faced water snakes(Cerberus 
rhynchops floating on the water. Within a radius of about 
100 metres, I collected 20 dead snakes of which 10 were 
freshly killed. Furthermore, several dead specimens of wart 
snake (Acrochcrdus granulatus) and estuarine seasnake 
(Hydophis obscurus) which are supposed to be common in the 
lake, were found floating on the water. 


On examination, I found that, all the snakes did not have 
any external injury except crushed heads and throats. On 
enquiring, the local fishermen said that the dog-faced water 
snake is most common and numerous in the lake and frequently 
get trapped in the fishing nets in large numbers. Generally 
the fishermen use nets with small mesh for catching prawn 
and this is the principal cause of death. Once they pus 
their head through the nets, they are not able to pas 
through the mesh or bring their heads back. 


removing the fishes from the nets. the fi 

neck of the snakes and squeeze their heads oull them from 
the nets, thereby killing them. It was qui disappointing 
to see an area of about 100 metres with 20 dead snakes. 
Through verbal conversations І 1 


>, 


In the lake, the dog-faced water snake feeds mainly n 
fishes and prawn, and trapped fishes lure the snakes.  Wniils 
sherme grab the 

© 

p 

и 


т 


learnt that this is а common 
sason at Nalabana. I have made 
an appeal to the State Forest Department (Wildlife Wing) То 
instruct the local fishermen not to kill the snakes. 


Another interesting (non) observaticn сп amphi 
on the Kalajai hills located пе the Yrdem T 
at the centre of the hill during 1978, i found 
cyanophlyctis and Rana tigerina. During the pess 
wanted te observe this population, 
years. То my horror, I did not find a sing 
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"ws ` т Yi Рру 
А CASE OF COMMON КВАТТ (BUNGARUS CAERULEUS) BITE 


Smt. Rebati Bala Éhatuya, Z2 ой age, was bitten ov а 
2ommon  krait (Bungarus caeruleus) her left heel on Jul; 
30th. 1989 s poen 1.45 &.M. she was asleep оп the 
floor of Z) was caught and 
brought ed at home by an 
'ojha' er leg and thigh. 

105P ital with the 


body; pain and 
у in swallowing, 
апа inability te 


symptoms were noticed 


She fang mark was visible 
along witt emershage: the left lower 
Lac зе 1 : 1 
leg WAS dilated апа 
reacted to enderness; no 
salivation; де бит; B.P. 122/76 im of 
Hg. it is import at the patient was six 


months pregnant. 


Treatment; 


The ligatures were removed at once. Immobilisation and 
elevation of the left leg and lukewarm water compresses 
hastened the rate of absorption of the edema. Polyvalent 


antivenom serum, 6@ ml (concentrated), was given intravenous 
in 30 minutes. Dextrose injection 5% with normal saline by 
intravenous drip, Phenergon injection, Decadron injection, 
antibiotics, tetanus vaccine and other supportive measures 


were given. At 4 p.m. there was excessive salivation which 
was controlled by Atropine Sulph injection 1 апр. 9.М. 
Then her condition improved. Мо further antivenom serum was 
needed. She was given milk, biscuits and plenty of water 


through the mouth. Urine was normal. Оп the fifth day she 
was discharged in a satisfactory condition. 


The patient gave birth at term to a normal healthy boy 
weighing 3 kgs. In this case it is evident that common 
krait venom and antivenom serum had no adverse side effect 
on pregnancy. 

24-5 49 64 
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A RECORD BANDED RACER (ARGYROGENA ЕАБСТАТА) 


Sashank M. Buch, 
73, Railnagar, Rajkot 360001 


A banded racer (Argyrogena fasciata) caught in Rajkot 


city measured 1.71 m in total bedy length. This exceeds 
the maximum body length of the species given by Daniel 
(1983) : 1.28 m. Minton (1966) measured an example of this 


species, a female, which was 1.34 m. 


The snake, again a female, was caught on 15th November, 
1989, at about 1545 hours, fron a rat hole. Measurements of 
the specimen have been given below: 


Total body length е Тт d 

Snout - vent length: 1.37 m 

Weight E 827 gms 
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AMPHIBIAN RECORDS NEEDED FOR INDIA 


Madras Скосоа Ferur Post, 


Май: 


Know: 


2. Scutiger nepalensis Dubois. 


Known distribution : Western Nepal (Dubois 1875). 
BUFONIDAE 


3. Bufo macrot 


is [ . 
Known distribution : Bhame, Teinzo and Kakhyen hills, serth 
Burma (Boulenger 1890), Sarkar and Sanyal (18854. жере à 
on а collection of a damaged bufonid from near Мосо i: das 
Namdapha Tiger aserve, Arunachal Pradesh, ban the; 
tentatively species 
RANIDAE 
4. Капа Dubois | 
Enown > Western Нера! (Dubois 1973). 
5 : 
Known dishri hution : po 
6. Rane 
Known dist хае : and 
east- И Nepal, south al 


30002: 


T. Rana hagarensis 


Known distribution 


1979). 


Dubois and Khan. 
Northern Pakistan 


(Dubois and Khan 


8. Rana arnoldi Dubois. 


Known distribution 


BOULENGER, 


Reptilia апа Batrachia. 


Northern Burma, Tibet (Dubois 1980). 
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VOICES OF AN INDIAN NIGHT 


indraneil Das, 
Madras Crocodile Bank Trust, Vadanemmeli, "m Post. 
Mahabalipuram Road, Madras 693 16€ 


FAMILY : BUFONIDAE 
1 Bufo melanostictus : А child's horsenair rattle 


; 3 
1932). Chirping sound and sometimes.... а shrill whistle 
(Sstyamirti 1967) 


а, Bufo fergusonii : Higher pitched than В,  melancstictus 
19 


and mors harmonious (Whitaker and Whitaker за) 
3. Bufo stomaticus : A harsh but not particularly loud 
qui-qui-gui' (Miaton 1966) 


4. Bufo viridis : А rather faint. 
1966). ` 


5, сащ г. nepaiensis : Reserbling that of а crow  (WHannoe 


and Ouboter 1887). 


FAMILY : оет 


6. Ка оща pulchra : Wau-subhn (Mur 


bommu, bommm (Whitaker and Whita 


T. Microhyla  chakrapani : Low pitched interrupted call 
(Mehta and Rao 1987). 


8. Miorchyla inornata : Slightir low pitched vocal <. 
(Mehta and Rao 1887). 


^" 


of crickets, but is 
"кетші?! (Whitaker 


..bron (Abdulali 


12. Ramanella variegata : Оһдау, ghuay, ahuay (Као 1918), 
13 Uperodon globulosus : Loud grunting oink (Daniel 1363). 


14. Uperoden systoma : Bleating of a goat (Rao 1918). Bek. 
Бек, Бек (Whitaker and Whitaker 1983). 


FAMILY : RANIDAE 


15. Rana cyanorchlictis : Krrrack, krrrack, krrrack 
(Personal observations). А prolonged ‘oreek-creek’ and also 
an irregularly repeated quackirg cali Қым 1986). Low 
pitohed rattle of castnets (McCann 193 

16. Rana limnocharis :  Eesembling the clatter of 
castanettes in the distance (McCann 1932). А series of loud 
staceata notes often delivered in bursts suggesting 
telegraphy (Minton 1966). Resembling s clattsring sound 
produced in the distance (Satyamurti 1967). 


Та Rana malabarica : А metallic call, like the noise made 
by а tin rattle (McCann 1949). Wack, wach. wack (Abdulali 
in Chari 1882). 


19, Rana рагагецз 15 : А low grunt uttered in а short 
series (Dubois and Khan 1979). 


LB. Ra а tigerina : Qonz awang (Daniel 1975). Loud, 
resonant 'quonk-guonk (Minton 1966). 


20. Rana hexadactyla : Dinning noise (Satyamurti 1967). 


21. Rana semipalmata : Rapid drumming of the finger nails 
on a thin tin plate (Fischer 1916). 
т “м 


22. Rana temporalis : Loud clater (Whitaker 1981). 


23. Rana tytleri : Musical tittering (Whitaker 1981). 


24. Tonopterna уїсер =  Rut-rui-rut (Kirtisinghe 
1357). А soft awang (Daniel 1975). А loud nasal  'quonk', 
repeated at intervals of about one second (Minton 1966). 

25. Ocedozyga lima : Series of quiet peeps (Bartiett 
1989). 
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FAMILY : RHACOPHORIDAE 


26. Polypedates maculatus : Tak... .tak...t (Abduiaii 
and Sekar 1988). 


87. Philautus leucorhinus :  Treek...treek...treek(Abdulali 
and Sekar 1988). 


28. Philatus variabilis : Tinkering call (Satyamurti 1287). 


29. Rhacophorus maj ricus : Truk-truk-truk (Abdulali 
and Sekar 1988). 
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT 


IUCN/SSC INDIAN SUBCONTINENT REPTILE AND AMPHIBIAN 
` SPECIALIST GROUP 


An Indian Subcontinent Reptile and Amphibian Specialist 
Group of the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources/Species Survival Commission (IUCN/SSC) 


has been  recentiy formed. The group is to deal with 
conservation probiems not covered by the taxonomic 
specialist groups of the 550, and will focus on 
identification of conservation problems and undertaking or 
helping initiate Suitable action to protect the 
herpetofaunal resources within the subcontinent. The Group 


members will also work closely with the other  IUCN/SSC 
Groups, whenever possible. 


35 


Two consultants, 14 regional members and 24 correspondents 
from Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan апа 5г1 
Lanka, and 12 overseas. members, mostiy from the ESC 


taxonomic groups have been nominated to the new Group. 


Current workplan include identifying taxa in need of 
conservation and regions of high  herpetological diversity 
and/or endemism, preparing suitable action plan and 
initiating conservatiou action. 

Interested advised to get in touch with the 
Co-Chairmen 


INDRANEiL DAS SUSHIL K. DUTTA 
a ит ii Е Department of Zoology, 


Уадапел Р.0., (thal University, 
Mahaba Vani Vihar, 


Bhubaneshwar 751004, 
INDIA 
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REPORT ON A HERPETOLOGICAL TRIP TO BARBARA, 
PURI DISTRICT, ORISSA 


c 1 
e a 


S.K. Dutta and J. Ahmed 2 

l Departmen of ?соіову, College of Basic Sciences and 
Humanities, eis University of Agriculture and Technology, 
Bhubanesw 7 223, Orissa. 


5 
t 
ң 
сл 
Q i 


“Department of Zoology, Banapur College, Puri, Orissa. 


Parbara is abou of Banapur of Puri District, 
rissa. The 1 ises severai small hills ала 

сага, is а st epartment bungalow within the 
forests. Gn 23r , W& a specific search for 


known аз Kalakuta 
cond author obtained а 


the 5. 
Infact, several 


= 

A 

ш 

3 LC 
de Ф 


svecimen of this i [с Же. Непсе, we wanted to 
collect more speci to pex information about its 
field ecoles;. ately our efforts failed due to 


was completely dry and the 
2ommon phenomenon in some of 
the area was being used for 


several reasons. 
vegetation burnt. 
the forests of Ori Р 

cultivation of egg алпа. 


Being unsuccessful in finding our quarry, we observed and 
collected other reptile and amphibian species. Given below 
is a list of herps that were either collected or observed by 
us. 

1. alctes versicolor 


2. Mabuya carinata 


3. Mabuya macularia (?) 


4. Psammorhilus blanfordanus 


5. Hemidactylus flaviviridi 


6. Hemidactylus 


7. Rana cyanophiyctis 
8, Rana limnocharis 
9. Rana tigzerina 


Of the above species, four lizards (С. versicolor, M. 
carinata. Н. flaviviridis апа Н. breokii) and all the frogs 
are suppposed to be common in most of the places A Orissa. 


However, the distribution of HM. macularia (? and Р. 
blanfordanus in the locality is quite interesti зад because, 
no specific locality record of these two species is 
available from Orissa. In addition, P.  bianfordanus has 
alse been collected by one of us (S.K. Dutta) from the 
adjoining areas of Andhra Pradesh. Another interesting 


observation made оп the frogs, is the abundance of RE, 
limnocharis in the зечеве and below rotten leaves in nearby 
places. In fact, hundreds of juvenile E, limnocharis were 
found near the streams. Most probably, these were juveniles 
of froglets of last year, because the species is s seasonal 
Бгеедег апа during April one cannot find juveniles of the 
same year. i 

Field trips to the -eing planned in the future 
for further study. 
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After the Central Government realised that these animals, 
raised for the specific purpose of using their skins,  nides 
and вза, could not be killed, it indirectly suggested to 
forest officials that the crocodile feeding fund of Rs.2.5 
lakhs per annum should not be used. Officialis were unable 
to understand the logic behind being given a fund and then 
being asked not to use of this, the amount of 
meat fed to these and imal: 1 ом come down to 59 kilos 
from the 109 ki some months tefors. Fed as they are оп 
fish and : was no problem as the 
Sathanur 


|. s argument did have pages logic 
а the beginning of this decade, 
le { bis Centre was limited, 
ies ed in prolific breeding. 
е e al С b poroached with the idea 
that tine could be revitalised again as the animals 
had cone the endangered Саваи the Centre was 
still ag it because of the view that ideas regarding 
conservat Wildlife generated in the country could come 
to nought vesting was now re-started 
Because fresh water facilities where human thoroughfare is 
less are limited in Tamil Nadu, officials are now in a 
quandry about what to do with these animals. When officials 
mocted the idea to the dam officials to have these 
crocodiles in the Sathanur reservoir itself, the latter put 
their foot down with an amphatic 'no' as they feared for the 
life of their fish populstion and the possible harm the step 
might do to humans who frequently visit the dam site on all 
days 


Sunderbans delta in West Bengal was 
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The research station has the unique di having 
produced arificial hatchlings of the rat 
time in the country, by simulating nat қ Жыр 
the problem of conservation and t been 
compounded with the Revenus Department issuing license: te 
fishermen to catch fish from the Sanctuary area. Crocodile 

experts say the released young sharials are killed when 
caught or trapped by the fishing nets. 
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A NOTE ON TUE IRULA TRIBAL WOMEN’ SAFFORES STATION PROGRAMME 


Mike Miller 
Madras Crocodile Bank. Vadanemmeli Village, Perur Р. 
Mahabalipuram Road, Madras 603 104 


The Irula Tribal Women’s Welfare Society Afforestation 
Project made significant strides in 1969, Succes 

raising 300,000 seedlings of 30 different species at the two 
nurseries and completing the planting of 300 acres at 
Thirunillai site, Chingleput District, along with extensive 
land work for soil and water conservation. Tnitial results 
promised very high survival rates for the new seedlings, 


д 


while growth rates for the previous year’s crop were turning 
jut to be among the best in south India. Prospect seemed 
very positive all around. But then tragedy struck, and much 
of the plantation was razed to the ground by misled 


villagers. 


from our shook and 

e our energies back to the 

ааа where we plan to devote 
sducation cum training centre апа 

ramme, along with a nursery devoted 

oor wes for free distribution to 

the surrounding area. The recent 

have made it clear to us that until 

ар е “truly want to gros trees for 


there is little point in trying to do it for 


In the meantime, we have begun to look for private land that 
the I.T.W.W.S. can buy and give outright to the landless 
Irula tribals of the I.T.W.W.S., so that the women who have 
worked so long and hard to grow trees, can continue to grow 
them, but to do so secure in the knowledge that their 
efforts will not go in vain again. 


We know now tha whose land we plant 
important; the poin mn is to make it all g 
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THE NEW HAMADRYAD 


Your favourite herp publication will be printed from the 
next  (Vol.15, No.1) issus Papers and notes on the 
herpetology of Asia аге solicited for this. Manuscripts 
should be урей оп one side of the paper. Photographs 
should be original, at lease 8.20 x 5.80 cm and on glossy 
paper, preferably mounted on backing boards. Colour 
transparencies can be reproduced, at author's cost. Authors 


" 
will receive 25 copies of reprints of their paper gratis. 
Additional copies will be supplied at cost. plus postage and 
packing 


Submit two copies of the manuscript to : The Editor, 
Hamadryad, Madras Crocodile Bank Trust, Vadanemmeli Village, 
Perur Post, Mahabalipuram Road, Madras 603 104, India. 
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THE 10TH WORKING 
MEETING OF THE 


IUCN / SSC CROCODILE 
SPECIALIST GROUP. 


23 to 27 April 1990, Gainesville, Florida, U.S.A - 


The meeting will include technical reports on the status of crocodilian populations 
throughout the world. Discussions of current programs for the sustained utilization of 
prolific populations and plans for returning depleted populations to former abundance; 
descriptions of the latest developments in farming and ranching husbandry, including nutrition 
the newest designs for captive propagation facilities; trends in international trade in 
crocodilian hides and meat; and research studies on reproduction, incubation, metabolism 
and disease. 


Participants will examine a population of large American alligatorsin Paynes Prairie 
State Preserve, will take part in night-time airboat surveys of alligators on Orange Lake, and 
will visit the captive breeding facility for one of the largest collections of crocodilians in the 
U.S.A. Post meeting fieldtrips will visit Florida alligator farms, the Everglades National Park 
and the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, 


The 10th Working Meeting of the CSG is cosponsored by the Florida Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission; the Fish and Wildlife Cooperative Research Unit; the American 
Alligator Farmers Association; the Florida Aligator Farmers Association; the St. Augustine 
Alligator Farm; and the Florida Alligator Trappers Association. 


WHO SHOULD ATTEND. The 10th Working Meeting of the Crocodile Specialist Group is 
open to anyone interested in crocodilian biology. conservation, management, and sustained 
utilization, including ranching and farming, If that encompasses your interests, plan to attend 
More than 250 participants are expected. Registration will cost U.S $100.00. 


LOCATION AND HOTEL BOOKING. The CSG's 10th Working Meeting will be held at the: 


Holiday Inn-West Banquet & Conference Center 
7417 NW 8th Ave. 
Gainesville, Florida 32605, U.S.A. 


DONATIONS 


Local : Rs. 25 annually 


Foreign : 7 dollars annually 
Cheques should be made to 


MADRAS CROCODILE BANK, VADANEMMELI VILLAGE, PERUR P.O, 
MAHABALIPURAN ROAD, MADRAS-603 104, S. INDIA 
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